Sightreading for Auditions

(Cardinal Rule) - Take as much time to look at a sightreading piece as the judge will allow.  The longer you look at the piece, the better you will know it, the better you will perform.  One minute is what a judge will usually give, but if he/she is concentrating on something else, take as much time as possible.  So many auditioners don't even look at the piece before they begin.  Time spent with the sightreading piece, before performing, can only help.

Follow this procedure:

A.  If the judge does not give you any time to look, request time to look at sightreading.

1.  Look at the upper left hand corner to get key, time signature, dynamics and tempo.  Don't pay any attention to the tempo marking....

2.  Glance through the music and find the most difficult phrase.  Finger it and sing it in your head briefly.  Set the tempo of the entire piece based on how fast or slow you play the difficult passage.  Don't start at the top – go to the tough spots FIRST.
3.  Look for deviations from the upper left hand corner info.  (Key signature changes are sometimes marked with only accidentals around notes)

4.  Quickly make mental reminders of dynamic markings.

5.  Scan for unusual markings like trills, turns, fermatas, etc.

6.  Quickly look for patterns such as repetitive phrases or rhythms.

7.  If you still have time, start at the top of the piece and start singing and fingering until you reach the bottom of the piece, or go back over the difficult passages.

8.  If you still have time after that, check to make sure that your judge hasn't fallen asleep.

Other Important information for District Band Auditions

1.  Wear nice clothes – no jeans, gym shoes, flipflops or t-shirts.  Khaki pants, collared shirt for guys, appropriate, conservative for girls

2. If you are driving yourself, make sure that you stop at home first.  Driving from school for a school activity is not permitted by the district for insurance reasons.

3.  We will meet outside the main entrance to the school at exactly 3:55pm.  Leave 30 to 40 minutes driving time from Hersey.

4. If you arrive at Niles North HS prior to 3:50pm, the school has asked that you wait in the Old Orchard Mall parking lot and not enter school grounds until 3:50pm 

5. You are responsible for your ride home after your audition.  There will be no school transportation.  

6. Warmup rooms are available.

7.  Be smart about your warmup.  Tone is the most important fundamental for your audition – don’t tire yourself.

8. Snacks are available for purchase.

9.  9800 N. Lawler, Skokie
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