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 Upcoming Schedule 
  Important dates to remember 
 

February dates Time 
26 Jazz I&II to Jazz in the Meadows 7:30 pm 

27 
Steel Bands performs at Prospect 
Heights Library 

2 to 3pm 

March dates 
1 D214Hnr Band/Orchestra at FVEC 7 to 9pm 
2 D214 Hnr Band/Orch Rehearsal 9am to 2 pm 
2 D214 Honor Music Festival @FVEC 7 to 10:30 pm 

2-6 Carnegie Hall Trip  

9 
Symphonic & all Percussion 
ensembles rehearse 

6:30 to 
8:30pm 

9 Trumpet audition After school 
10 French Horn Audition After school 
11 Percussion audition  After school 
12 Percussion ensembles to EG 

Festival 
10am to 2 pm 

14 HIA General Meeting 7:30 pm 
15 Concert Band Festival at BGHS 7:30 pm 

  Full Band Calendar-page 10 

 

LOCATE IMPORTANT INFO…at a glance  
Page locations for this month's articles 

 
• (1) Carnegie Hall Trip, NY – Mr. C 
• (2) Significant Events in our program – Mr. C 
• (3) D214 Honor Groups/Illinois All State–Mr. C 
• (3) No auditions in March – Mr. C 
• (3) Solo Ensembles in April – Mr. C 
• (3) Wine Tasting Fundraiser Success – Mr. C 
• (2) President’s Message – Sherri Hess 
• (4) VP message – Genie Menzia 
• (4) Welcome Freshmen Class ‘15 – Mr. C 
• (4) Band Decal Fundraiser - Jill Birschbach 
• (5) Manna Gift Cards Fundraiser – Laura Hynes 
• (5/6) CICBF/CD information – Jill Birschbach 
• (7) Band Camp 2011/2012 – Mr. C 
• (8) CICBF Volunteer Opportunities–Genie Menzia 
• (10) Big House TShirt order form - Jill Birschbach  
• (11) Band Calendar 

 
 
 Carnegie Hall Trip 

Director’s Message  •  Mr. Casagrande 
 
 
 

Update 
As of today, we have 1300 tickets distributed for our Carnegie Concert!  We are well on our way to a 
goal of 1500 in the audience.  Music is progressing very well and I am sure that our concert will be outstanding.  As 
you know the week of March 1 will be very hectic with the trip and District 214 Honors festivals scheduled on top of 
each other.  If your son or daughter is participating in one of the honor groups, ensure that they are planning far 
ahead for the trip, as well as school and class commitments while we are on our trip.  I hope to have some 
logistical reminders out to families and students very soon regarding planning for our trip, including some dress code 
items.  
 

Carnegie Trip Concert and Mandatory Trip Meeting 
On Thursday, February 24 at 7:00pm, both the Symphonic and Concert Bands will present their entire Carnegie 
Hall concerts for families and the general public in the East Gym (looks and sounds just like Carnegie Hall…).   
IN ADDITION, a mandatory trip meeting will take place immediately following the concert.  At least one parent from 
each family is required to be at this meeting.  If you are unable to attend, please contact Mr. C and an alternate 
meeting will be scheduled. 
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HIA Happenings! 
President’s Message • Sheri Hess 
 
 
 
Middle of February? WOW! Time does fly when you’re having fun (or you’re incredibly busy!). The wine 
tasting event was a huge success and it was so nice to see everyone there. The entertainment was 
awesome and the selection of beverages diverse enough to please every palate! I am already looking 
forward to next year!  
 
Our Jazz bands and percussion ensembles have been VERY busy this month and will continue to be busy 
throughout the winter season. Symphonic and Concert/Cadet bands are gearing up for up coming 
concerts as well. The calendar is FULL of opportunities to enjoy fabulous music. Please check the 
calendar and support ALL these groups – I promise, you WON’T be disappointed! Time does fly and for 
most of us our chance to see our child(ren) perform will soon be gone. Hope to see you at many of these 
events! Don’t miss out! 
 
CICBF is quickly approaching! April 9th, 29 bands! Descriptions of the various volunteer opportunities 
were printed in last month’s newsletter and are available on the website (although times may change 
slightly). A sign-up list will be circulated at the February 24, Carnegie Hall Preview Concert and 
MANDATORY trip meeting. Bring your calendar so you can sign up then. You can also send an email to 
Genie Menzia or I. We WILL get back to you.  A gentle reminder: EVERY family is asked (really 
expected) to volunteer time during this event. We CANNOT do it without you!  
 
The next HIA meeting will  be held on March 14 at 7:30pm.  
Hope to see you there! 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

Significant events in our program….. 
Mr. Casagrande • Director 
 
 
 
We have had several significant happenings in our schedule over the last month,  
arguably the busiest part of the year.  On February 5, all three percussion ensembles 
performed at the Vandercook Day of Percussion to rave reviews.  All groups performed 
extremely challenging literature for their ages.  Congratulations!  Jazz Ensemble 2 made 
their annual trek to the New Trier Jazz Festival where they performed and heard great clinics.  They heard a 
great performance by the University of Michigan Big Band. Jazz Ensemble 1 and 2 received a clinic from 
Bob Lark, DePaul University director of jazz studies in preparation for Jazz in the Meadows.   
 
Dr. Robert Rumbelow, Director of Bands at the University of IL, conducted the Symphonic Band on their 
concert with BGHS and WHS on Feb. 16.  
On March 16, the Concert/Cadet Band will perform and rehearse with Prof. Dan Farris from Northwestern 
University, as they participate in the District Concert Band Festival with BGHS and WHS. 

 

  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wine Tasting Fundraiser a huge success! 
Mr. Casagrande • Director 
 
 
 
On Saturday, February 5, we hosted our Third Annual Wine Tasting Fundraiser and it was bigger  
and better than ever.  We raised over $5000 for the band program and all 121 participants seemed to have a 
great time.  LOTS of great auction items were donated – thanks to those of you that contributed.  Special 
thanks to our committee of committed parents that spent so many hours pulling this together.  The Metropolis 
was a wonderful venue.  Thanks to all of you that participated and we look forward to next yearʼs event. 
   
A committee for next year’s event will  be formed over the summer – if  you are 
interested in helping, please see Mr. C. 
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No Auditions in March! 
Mr. Casagrande • Director 
 

…except  
 
for Trumpets (3/9),  
French Horns (3/10) and  
Percussion (3/11).   
 
These students will perform a short 
etude,  an excerpt from Symphonic 
Band music, scales and sightreading. 
 

 

SOLO ENSEMBLE  APRIL 13 
Mr. Casagrande • Director 
 
 
We will again host our own Solo and Ensemble Festival at 
Hersey on April 13.  Weʼll provide a set of accompanists 
and a flat fee for everyone this year.  In addition, our 
policy is that everyone that takes private lessons in the 
Hersey band should be participating in Solo/Ensemble. 
Registration is over and payments should be completed, 
as well.  Students are not required to use accompanists 
provided by band. Students will receive a class grade for 
their solo or ensemble.  Any student not in lessons and 
not in solo ensemble will need to submit a recording of an 
etude to be assigned in March. 
 

Hersey again posts large 
number of 1st chair players in 
District 214 Honor groups 
Mr. Casagrande • Director 
 
On Wednesday, March 2. at 7:30PM at the 
Forest View EC, District 214 will host its 
annual Music Festival featuring the best band, 
choir and string students in District 214.   
Congratulations to the following 1st chair 
students: 
 
Erin Wells (O)   Colin Marusek(O)  
Mike Price (B)  Mike Obstoj (O) 
Melissa Neff (B)  Peter Siepiora(B) 
Mary Casagrande (B)  
 
 

Congratulations to our Illinois  
All-State representatives! 
Mr. Casagrande • Director 
 
On January 26-29, five Hersey students represented our 
band program in the Illinois All-State ensembles. 
Thousands of musicians from across the state auditioned 
for these positions.   Students took another audition when 
they arrived in Peoria and were placed in chairs and 
parts. Congratulations to these students: 
 
Erin Wells 1st chair all - state band,  
Michael Plankey – 1st chair Honors bass clarinet, 
Melissa Neff – 3rd chair Honors trumpet  
Tyler Kamp – 2nd chair Honors baritone 
 Peter Siepiora – 5th chair Honors tuba 
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Thanks for lending a hand… 
Genie Menzia * Vice President  
 
On behalf of the HIA, I would like to thank the following individuals  
for their help this past month. 
 
 
Thanks to Caryn Skebelsky, Greg Fechik, Laura Polfuss, June Lingner, Rick Johnson, and Cindy 
Jones for spending your Saturdays with the Jazz Bands and the Percussionists as they showed off 
their talents at Purdue, New Trier, and Vandercook.  
 
Thank you Danny and Laura DiVietro, Janice Casagrande, Joanell Hoijer, Sue Wilke, Sue Milanez, 
Sharon Swanson, and Denise Dawson for organizing and running this yearʼs Wine Tasting 
Fundraiser.  I would also like to thank those who helped with all the miscellaneous jobs from 
stringing lights to pouring wine. Because of your hard work and commitment to the band you 
provided us all with a wonderful evening…perfect for breaking up the middle of winter. 
 
If you havenʼt already done so, please contact Sheri Hess to let her know how you can help at the 
upcoming Chicagoland Invitational Concert Band Festival.  There are still volunteer spots that need 
to be filled.  We count on each family to volunteer, even if itʼs only for an hour or two. This event is 
run entirely by our band parents and we need everyone to help out to make the day run smoothly.  
Itʼs a very busy, but fun day, and a great way to meet many other band parents. Hope to hear from 
you soon. 
 
 

Band Decal Fundraiser 
Jill Birschbach • Project Chair 
 
 
Students and Parents, show your support for the Hersey Bands and purchase  
a vehicle decal!  They are only $3 each.  Get one for each of your cars!  Decals  
will be available for purchase on the evening of the trip meeting, which is  
Wednesday, February 23rd.  If you would like to purchase decals before that  
date please contact Jill Birschbach @ 847-818-9353. 
 

Welcome to Our Incoming Freshman—The Class of ‘15 
Mr. Casagrande • Director 

 
Plan to attend the Orientation scheduled for Monday, April 11, 6:30-8:30pm 

We welcome next yearʼs incoming Freshmen to our band tradition at Hersey! 
All incoming parents and students should plan to attend the Incoming Freshman Orientation on 

Monday, April 11th 
6:30-8:30pm  

JHHS Band Room 
This includes students and parents that may have older siblings already in the program.  Take a few minutes 
to read about our program in the upcoming newsletters that will be sent to you. Take particular note of the 
summer calendar enclosed and feel free to email Mr. C with any questions at scott.casagrand@d214.org.  
THE AUGUST SCHEDULE HAS CHANGED SLIGHTLY.    Welcome!  

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MANNA GIFT CARDS FUNDRAISER  
Laura Hynes Manna Program Co-chair  
Kelly O’Neil Manna Program Co-chair 
 
Due to the band trip the March Manna orders will be due on TUESDAY, MARCH 1.  Think ahead and 
start your planning for St. Patrick’s Day, Spring Break and Easter.  Wouldn’t it be nice to pay for 
private lessons, the band banquet or next year’s fees from the money in your student account?  It’s not 
too late to get started!   
 
To place your first order, please contact Laura Hynes to receive your password and instructions.   
Once you have placed your order online, submit a check payable to HIA in the Manna mailbox.  The 
next ordering/check deadline is Tuesday, March 1 at 3:00 p.m.  Pick up will be on Wednesday, 
March 9.  If you have any questions about the Manna program, please contact one of the co-chairs via 
herseybandinfo@herseyband.com  
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CICBF WEBSITE NOW LIVE! 
Jill Birschbach • Project Chair 
 

                      
Once again, we are hosting a website 
for the Chicagoland Invitational 
Concert Band Festival (CICBF).  This 
site will be a great resource for the 
Hersey band family and for visitors who 
will be attending the festival. 
  
Please take a moment to visit the site.  
Click on the "Chicagoland Fest" tab on 
the band home page of the Hersey band 
website. 
 
 

Festival Beverage DONATIONS NEEDED 
Sharon Swanson • Food Co-Chair 
Lisa Farrington • Food Co-Chair 
 
The CICBF is all  day on Saturday, April 9th at Hersey. 
This is the bandʼs biggest fundraiser, and most of the funds come 
through the food and beverage sales.  The committee is asking for 
donations of any of the following beverages.  These can be brought to 
the band room. 

 

Name Brand Sodas (diet/reg)  Any brand water 
Nestea Iced Tea   Propel 
Snapple—flavors: (no diet)  Gatorade 
   Raspberry, Peach, lemonade 
 
Gift Cards to Jewel (for supplies: i.e. plates, napkins, etc) 
 
Bring Soda…Bring Water…Bring Soda…Bring Water…Bring So 
SSoda… 

CHICAGOLAND BAND FESTIVAL CD ORDER 
Peter Hynes  •  CD Committee chair 
 
A Wonderful keepsake…A great gift (mother’s day/father’s day)… 
What a terrific way to keep the memories of the band’s performance last. 
Buy a CD of the music performed at the festival.  You can play it in your car or share it with friends… 
 
   Pre-orders will be taken before the festival for $15 (such a deal) 
   CD Sales at the festival will cost $20 
   Send in your order with your check payable to HIA 
 
   Use the Order form found on page 6 
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Band Camp 2011 - 2012!! 
Mr. Casagrande • Director 
 

June (Students excused  from these June/July dates 
in the event of family vacation) 
1 6  to  9pm All incoming Freshmen 

only and section leaders 
9 5:30 to 9pm Available Section Leaders 
 6 to 9pm Freshmen 
27 5 to 8pm Section Leader 

Session/Dinner 
28 5:30 to 9pm Section Leaders 
 6 to 9 pm              Freshmen only 
 6 to 9pm Battery percussion only 
29 5:30 to 9pm Section Leaders 
 6 to 9pm ALL MEMBERS 
30 5:30 to 9pm Section Leaders 
 6 to 9pm ALL MEMBERS 
July 
4 9am Report Parade 
August 
3 (Wed) 3 to 4:30pm New Section Leaders 
4(thurs) 8am to 5pm ALL Section Leaders 
 12:30 to 5pm ALL Freshmen 
8 – 12 12pm to 9pm ALL 
16 5 to 9pm Section Olympics 
17 & 18 5 to 9pm ALL 
 9 to 11pm Band activity 
19 5:30pm Picnic/Parent Fall Preview 
23  First day of school 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Next Fall, the marching band will be competing in 
three competitions, to be determined.  In August, 
particularly 8/8-8/12 we will be learning 75% of what 
is performed throughout the Fall season.  A small 
portion of the June rehearsal time will be spent 
preparing for the July 4th parade.  A majority of the 
June rehearsal time will be spent preparing Fall 
season material and fundamentals.  Therefore, 
regardless of attendance at the July 4th parade, 
June/July rehearsals are EXTREMELY important. 
  
Absences from Summer dates: 
In the event of family vacations that conflict with 
June rehearsals, an explanation of conflict should 
be directed to Mr. C from the parents.  Any summer 
camps are also excused; notify Mr. C immediately.  
Students should make sure that job schedules, etc. 
are adjusted.  August band camp rehearsals are 
mandatory for all.  Freshmen are STRONGLY 
encouraged to not miss June rehearsals. 
 
Please adjust calendars and avoid conflicts with the 
following dates, particularly in August  
 
Next Yearʼs Home Football Games: 

9/9 vs Barrington 
9/23 vs. Prospect 
9/30 Homecoming vs. Buffalo Grove 
10/6 (Thursday) vs. Wheeling 

Competitions:  TBA  
 
 

 

        Take Note NEWSLETTER OF THE HERSEY INSTRUMENTAL ASSOCIATION    page 7 

 
 

HIA Board Nominations 
Sheri Hess  •  President 
 
The HIA Board Nominations Committee is working on a slate for the 2011-2012 school year.  
If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Sheri Hess. 

Music cleanses the understanding; inspires it ;  and 
lifts it into a realm, which it would not reach if it 

were left to itself .  
~Henry Ward Beecher 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONCERT BAND FEST—VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Genie Menzia •  Volunteer Coordinator 
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Thanks in advance for volunteering to help!  If you have any questions or 

the shift times done quite work out, we can work with you on this.  
Look for more information coming soon! 
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Good Luck 
John Hersey Bands 

 

on your Performance  
at 

Carnegie Hall 
in 

New York City 
Friday, March 4, 2011 
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2010-2011 JHHS Band Calendar 
   
   

February   
20 (sun) Jazz 1 to Fitzgerald’s w/ Rob Parton Band 6pm 
24 (thurs) CARNEGIE HALL CONCERT PREVIEW AND MANDATORY TRIP MEETING 7:00PM 
26 Jazz I and II to Jazz in the Meadows All day to early evening 
27 Steel Bands perform at Prospect Hgts Library 2-3pm 
 
 

  

March   
1 (Tues) D214 Honor Band and Orchestra Rehearsal at FVEC 7-9pm 

2 D214 Honor Band and Orchestra Rehearsal 
9am-2pm (bus 
provided) 

2 District 214 Honors Music Festival at Forest View (select students) 7:30 pm 

2-6 
CARNEGIE HALL TRIP! 
Depart Wednesday PM, Return Sunday PM 

 

9 Symphonic Band and all percussion ensembles rehearse 6:30 -8:30pm 
9 Trumpet auditions After school 
10 French Horn auditions After School 

11 Percussion auditions 
After school/early 
evening 

12 Percussion Ensembles to Elk Grove Percussion Festival 10-2 
14 HIA General Meeting 7:30 pm 
15 Concert Band Festival at BGHS 7:30 pm 
19 Spring Break begins  
28 Classes resume  
 
 

  

April   
8 Chicagoland Band Festival Set-up pm 

9 
Chicagoland Concert Band Festival (will need lots of student and 
parent help) 

All day 

13 Solo and Ensemble at JHHS PM 

26 
Spring Jazz Concert (Jazz 1 and 2) 
With Bob Lark 

7:30pm 

 
May   

7 Symphonic Band to Superstate (if selected) All day to evening 
9 HIA General Meeting 7:30 pm 
18 Spring Band Concert 7:30 pm 
20 Formal Band Awards Banquet  
27 Night of Percussion  
30 Memorial Day Parade  
 
 

  

June   
4 Graduation  
10 Last Day of School  
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